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M 
eeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by President 

Greenfield followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll call was conducted and quorum was met with 19 

members in attendance. 

 

Introductions of the special quests was accomplished by President 

Greenfield which included the State CSM, State CCM, Wing CCM, 

auxiliary president and 4 past presidents. 

 

Minutes from the last meeting held in April 2010 were available for 

review.  There was no discussion and there was a motion for accep-

tance, a second, and motion carried. 

 

Treasurerôs report was presented by Pat Jones and a copy was passed 

out for review.  There was a motion for acceptance by Wermers, a sec-

ond by Lamp, and motion carried. 

 

REPORTS: 
No committee members at large submitted a report. 

 

Black Hills Veterans March - with approximately 215 marchers and 80 

volunteers.  The numbers have increased by over 100 from last year.  

We are trying the half marathon this year and after feedback will con-

sider continuing in the future.  The Honor March Committee will have 

an after action meeting on Oct. 20th and planning meeting in November. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 
The 2010 State Conference was held in Rapid City.  Some of the dis-

cussion was: difficult part was the co-located aspect.  Group came out 

financially positive. There was further discussion about ways to raise 

money for future state conferences. There was an idea of the possibility 

of donations per quarter rotating around through each Area Rep collect-

ing a dollar from all members. Idea was tabled for further consideration 

 

The 2010 National Conference was in August in St Louis, Missouri.  

South Dakota was approved to host the National Conference in 2013 in 

Sioux Falls - Co Chairs of the conference are Ben Lamp and Pat Jones. 

Dues increase of $2.00 was approved. This should not affect S.D. since 

we have already moved to increase our dues structure.  We can antici-

pate another push for further increases in the future. S.D. received an 

award for the highest membership increase for Area V.  Plaque pre-

sented to group. 

 

At this time there was some discussion about the coming raffle tickets. 

They will be distributed to the Area Reps for distribution. The cost per 

raffle ticket will be $5.00. There are a total of 5,000 tickets. After ex-

penses, if all tickets sell this should raise $15,000.00 for the association. 

Discussion was to ear-mark this money for the National Conference 

expenses.  Further discussion about what to do with any expect income 

from raffle tickets was put off until the next meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Membership drive - Drive is underway, no numbers available at this 

time to report. 

 

The Resolution process- now is the time to propose any new ideas so 

the process can work.  It was explained that ideas need to be acted upon 

at the next meeting- published- brought to the body at the State Confer-

ence for action and then continue on in the required direction, depend-

ing on the action.  This is the time for our members to tell their Battal-

ion / Squadron representatives what they would like to see accom-

plished. 

EANGUS membership workshop/ Presidentôs workshop was discussed.  

There is no current information on the timeframe.  CSM Zimmerman 

will check on the legislative trip in the coming Fiscal Year that the state 

usually conducts. 

2011 Area V Caucus- 20-21 May, 2011 to be held in Deadwood.  Loca-

tion will be at the First Gold Hotel.  Hand-outs were distributed.  There 

will be a block of rooms available, please make your reservations early.  

Room rate will be whatever the Federal rate is at the time.  They will 

offer a rate of $40.00 for the night before. 

2011 State Conference- 15-16 April will be held in Mitchell, SD at the 

Highland Center. Planning is underway. 

2012 conference scheduled for Chamberlain. The 200th is deploying 

and therefore may not be in a position to host.  This could possibly be 

re-located to Deadwood at The Lodge.  This will be discussed before 

the February meeting with the Chamberlain conference chair and the 

Time and Place Committee.  Decision will be made at the February 

executive council meeting. 

 

The 2011 National Conference will be in Charleston, West Virginia on 

13-18 August. 

 

The 2012 National Conference will be in Long Beach, California. 

 

The Echo Deadline is 15 October. 

 

There was discussion of possibly moving the state conference to Octo-

ber.  One of the reasons was being to coincide with the selection of 

Soldier of The Year and another to make it easier for college students to 

attend.  There will be further discussion to be held at the next meeting.  

Also, it was requested that membership benefits information be pushed 

down to the lower ranks through leadership. Information is available on 

the EANGUS web site. 

The next executive council meeting will be 10 February 2011 at 1400 

hours at the Ramkota Convention Center in Pierre, the same day as the 

Legislative Dining Out. 

There was a motion to adjourn by Revell and second by Aiken.  Motion 

carried. 

EXECUTIVE  

COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  
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 The last few months have been full of activity.  Dean & Edna Steinberg and Margaret & I at-

tended the Area V caucus in Bettendorf, Iowa in May.   The biggest discussion at the Area V was about 

an EANGUS dues increase.  June & July was spent getting ready for the EANGUS conference.   The 

EANGUS conference was 8-11 August 2010 in St Louis, Missouri with 30 SD personnel in attendance.   

 At the EANGUS national conference 5 by-law changes were submitted for dues increase.  There 

was a lot of discussion on this topic.  One of the by-law changes did pass for a $2.00 increase, this goes 

into effect in 2012.  I am sure that another increase will be addressed at next yearôs national conference in 

West Virginia.  South Dakota is over 90% membership and there are only 4 states that have over 20% 

membership and a few that under 5%.  I want to thank all of our members for setting the example in 

membership numbers.   

 The Black Hills Veterans march was a huge success with over 200 participants.  We still have 

room to grow and hopefully someday we will double that number.  Thanks goes out to Pat Jones for all 

the time and effort that he put into this event.  Thanks to all the volunteers also, we couldnôt make this a 

successful event without you.  

 Our state conference next year will be at the Highland Conference Center in Mitchell 0n 15-16 

April 2011.  The conference center is located between the Comfort Inn and Hampton Inn.  I would like to see representatives from all units 

in attendance. 

 

Dale Greenfield 

MSG (Ret) 

SDNGEA President 

 

 As this year was my first time attending a national EA conference, a report is probably in order.  It was fun and exciting to see our 

process in action.  The discussions that took place in the committees were definitely lively and at times heated. While the offi cial business 

takes place in committee and on the floor, much of the ñhorse tradingò actually takes place in the hospitality rooms and at social events 

held afterwards. I would guess this in much the same way Congress works.  There was an impressive line-up of speakers.  In my opinion 

there were too many speakers.  After a while they all started to sound the same.  Most of them were very senior leadership telli ng us what a 

great organization the EA is and that we should all belong to it. Well, everyone there does belong to it.  What we need is for them to get 

that word out to those potential members who do not belong to the EA.  I also found it curious that the business session where we actually 

voted on business was not conducted until the last day. This didnôt seem right to me because if there was a need for extended debate there 

was not time to deal with those issues.  I was also disappointed to see how little of the business such as resolutions affecting benefits for 

our members was dealt with.  Actually, the only business we did vote on was whether or not to raise dues and by how much.  I would pre-

fer to vote on resolutions to further the benefits for our membership.  I would also like to carry that idea into our state organization. 

 With that in mind, now is the time for each of you to express your desires to the Executive Council as to what benefits you would 

like to see us work towards for you.  Please remember, this organization is your organization and is here to work for you.  We are here to 

bring forward ideas to make your life better as a member of the National Guard.  You need to bring up your 

ideas now so we can act on them at our next council meeting and then the body can vote on them at the state 

conference.  Once they are approved at the state conference, they can move forward into whatever political 

arena they belong to.  Please express your wishes to someone on the Executive Council. 

 On another note, start getting ready to apply for the scholarships available to you.   This is one of 

the benefits of being a member. I urge you to take advantage of it.  Last year we had very few applicants. I 

would like to see some improvement this year.   The auxiliary also has scholarships available. Please join as 

an associate member and have your spouse join. This will make you and your family eligible for their schol-

arships as well. 

 Finally, the Black Hills Veterans Honor March was held in September.  We had double the partici-

pation this year compared to last year.  This is a good sign of growth.  Thanks to Pat Jones and the rest of the 

committee members for making this into a success.  It is truly a pleasure to see all of the planning and hard 

work come to fruition.  I would urge anyone not involved with this moving tribute to our veterans to get involved.  The rewards are many.  

If you choose not to do the march there are many ways to volunteer.  The planning is a year round process.  Just let someone on the Execu-

tive Council know you are interested and we will point you in the right direction.  You can also support the march by purchasing a mile 

marker.  I buy one every year in honor of my favorite veteran, my Dad. You can too. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT  

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
10 AUGUST 2010 

 

            The Legislative Committee met on Tuesday, 10 August 2010 at the Americaôs Center, St. Louis, MO from 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m. with 18 members attending.  Some 
items discussed were correspondence, phone calls and emails to Congress on issues; cutting back on funds for Tricare for Life as this seems to come up every year and 

we must continue to stay informed and be aware of any changes; importance of membership in EANGUS and the benefits received from such membership.  The Auxil-

iary made 4,680 contacts to Congress; this number was down some from 2009.   There are approximately 42,000 EANGUS members; 55,000 emails are sent for one 
CALL, approximately only 5,000 are opened and out of that there are only ñxò number that take action.  It varies on the subject matter of the CALL how many re-

sponses there are.  Mississippi is number one with responses and South Dakota is number four, Washington, DC is thirty-second with Rhode Island thirty-third; the 

total amount of responses is discouraging in comparison to EANGUS membership numbers when you go to Congress with legislative issues.  We need to put more 
emphasis in responding to the CALLS and it can be done simply by using the CAPWIZ system (the instructions are easy to follow); using the letters suggested or pre-

paring your own.  If you arenôt already receiving the CALLS from EANGUS, please contact them (www.eangus.org <blockedhttp://www.eangus.org/>   or 1-800-234-

3264) and ask to be put on the CALL list or let me know and I will contact them.  It takes a very short amount of time to send these letters and the outcome can be very 
beneficial.  After you send your letter or make a telephone call, please let me know by email so I can have the total number of contacts from South Dakota, my email 

address is dmlist@vyn.midco.net.  If you receive a response, also let me know to add that to the total numbers. 
 

The Legislative Committee reviewed the Resolutions and following is a list of the prioritized Resolutions by category: 
 

PERSONNEL 

10-03D            Pertaining to Reserve Component Benefits 

10-05D            Pertaining to the Definition of ñVeteranò  to include all National Guardsmen with 20 years or More of Service and All Dual Status Military Technicians Serving During Defined 

Times of War 
 

READINESS 

10-01D            Pertaining to Homeowners Assistance Program 

10-04D            Pertaining to Funding of the Strong Bonds Program 

10-06D            Pertaining to Establishment of a National Guard Emergency Relief Fund 

10-07D            Pertaining to Air National Guard Enlisted Grades Review 

10-09D            Pertaining to Funding of Federal Assistance Program for the Air National Guard 

10-010D          Pertaining to VA Home Loan Eligibility for Title 32 AGR Soldiers and Airman 
 

EDUCATION        NONE 

MEDICAL             NONE 

COUNTER-DRUG    NONE 

EMPLOYER SUPPORT RESERVE   NONE 
 

VETERAN/RETIREE  

10-02D            Pertaining to Retiree Service Office and Retiree Programs for the Reserve Component 
 

EQUIPMENT  

10-08D            Pertaining to Support of the Structure and Equipment Issues Endorsed by the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) and the Adjutants General Association 

of the United States (AGAUS) that Contribute to the Accomplishment of the Purposes and Goals of the Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States (EANGUS) 
 

 We have received CALLS this year and please continue to contact our Senators and Representative; they need to know what our need is and we must work to keep what we have.  

Once we lose something it is hard to get it back.  At the National Conference in St. Louis, MO, our SD Auxiliary received a Legislative award.  The Auxiliary needs many more members, 

encourage your spouse to join this organization so more contacts can be made to Washington, DC. 

 Regarding the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill, Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin is Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity and a hearing has 

been set to review and update said Bill. 
 

It was a privilege to serve on the Legislative Committee at the National Conference. 
 

Donavon J. List  

Member, National Legislative Committee  
Legislative Chairman, SDNGEA  

South Dakota  
Veterans Benefits  

http://www.eangus.org
mailto:dmlist@vyn.midco.net
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Recap of the  7th Annual Black Hills Veteran March  

 

Registered:   192 Marchers, (includes 23  

   teams) for full 26.2 mile march 

   28 Marchers,  6.2 mile mini  

   marchers  

 

Started/Finished:  24 either did not start or they 

   did not finish in the full march. 

   3 failed to start or finish in the 

   mini march.  

 

Volunteers:   87  registered online, which  

   does not include the dozen or 

   so that walked in the day be  

   fore offering to help.  

On behalf of the 7th Annual Black Hills Veteran March Com-

mittee, we would like to extend our gratitude for all of your 

support.  This year's event was twice the size of last year's 

event.  Your enthusiasm and competitiveness, as well as the 

overall event turn out raised the bar for next year's event. 

 

We had 220 people register and almost 200 complete both the 

full 26.2 mile march as well as the 16.2 mile mini march. 

 

In order to make next yearôs event bigger and better, we ask 

that you send us your comments and suggestions.  It takes a lot 

to plan these events and we tend to forget about the little 

things when thinking about the bigger things. 

All suggestions are welcome and we will ensure we do every-

thing we can to incorporate them into next yearôs event. 

 

Again, thank you very much for being a part of this record 

breaking year.  We will have next yearôs event set up in the 

next month or so after we do some changes. 

 

Hope to see you in Deadwood in September of 2011! 

Black Hills Veteran March Committee 

#-"$, )*--4 7&5&3"/z4 )0/03 ."3$) 

2010      

The team from the 152nd CSSB at the 2010 BHVHM.  From Left to Right:  MAJ Kenneth 

Kerfont, SPC Cody Krieger, LTC Aaron Jordon, MAJ Steve Volk (behind LTC Jordon), 

and SFC Chadwick Schmitz.  
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